




EASTHOPE SHIPTON AND STANTON LONG PARISH COUNCIL 
 *DRAFT* Minutes of the 
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
held at Shipton Village Hall, Shipton
at 7pm on Thursday, 17th September 2026

Present: Councillors Robin Gibson (Chair), Adam Pearson, Jonathan Taylor, Carol Wall and Brian Williams. 
   In Attendance: Emilie Cleary Sullman (Parish Clerk and RFO), Daniel Thomas                                                                     (Shropshire Councillor) and six members of the public.

1. Public Participation Session.  
Six members of the public were present who raised concerns about an allegedly unauthorised fence. The Council RESOLVED to refer the matter to Planning Enforcement. 

2. Apologies for absence 
Apologies were accepted from Councillors Michael Belshaw and Reg Shaw. 

3. Dispensations 
No requests for dispensations were received. 

4. Minutes
It was RESOLVED to approve and adopt the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 23rd July 2026.     
                    
5. Shropshire Council Report.  
Shropshire Councillor Thomas reported that Shropshire Councillor Colin Stanford has objected to the Bonningale Homes application to build 300 homes. Councillor Stanford is representing Much Wenlock in relation to this application. Councillor Thomas is pressing for drains around the parish to be cleared particularly in Easthope. Shropshire Council are currently conducting a review of their car park charges. Councillor Thomas will be holding an advice surgery at the Much Wenlock Museum on Saturday 14th of November from 10:30am to 12pm. This is open to all parish residents. 

    6.   Roads: 
           a. Any new problems: Potholes were reported on the road from Wenlock Edge to Easthope Wood. It was RESOLVED that the Clerk would report the potholes via FixMyStreet. 
           b. Previous issues reported: Potholes have been filled in Stanton Long and the work appears to be to a high standard. 
           c. SID/VAS Project. The Clerk reported that the VAS supplier had ceased trading and that login details could not be obtained to access the system’s data. The Clerk had contacted the VAS manufacturer but had not yet received a response. It was RESOLVED that Councillor Taylor would attempt to retrieve the data in the meantime. 
                   d. Road Closures: The Council noted the forthcoming road closures listed. Members raised concerns about unclear closure and diversion signage, including signs that did not indicate the distance to the closure. It was RESOLVED that the Clerk raise these concerns with the Shropshire Council’s highways team and request clearer signage.

6. Shropshire Local Transport Plan 
The Council noted the previously circulated summary of the Local Transport Plan pre-consultation engagement workshop. The formal consultation was expected to begin to shortly. 

7. Highway Maintenance Project
A report was received from the contractor on highway maintenance undertaken including sign cleaning, drain clearing, strimming and cutting around signs to improve visibility. The Council noted the report and accompanying photographs. 

    9.    Planning: a. New Applications.
                                  a.  New applications: 
· 26/02840/CPE Application for Lawful Development Certificate for existing use. The Batch Cottage, Brockton. – It was RESOLVED to make no comment.

                                  b.  Seen Between the meetings: None.

                c.  Decisions: 
·  26/00107/FUL The Feathers Inn, Brockton. Change of use of public house to a single dwelling and change of use of carpark to garden. Grant Permission.
· 26/00108/LBC The Feathers Inn, Brockton. Change of use of ground floor premises and minor internal and external alterations to the listed building. Grant Permission.
· 25/04412/FUL Hillside, Brockton. Change of use and conversion of agricultural barns to form 3 no. dwellings. Grant Permission. 
· 26/01495/AG1 Holly Bank Cottage, Easthope. A replacement agricultural building. Prior Approval Not Required.
All decisions were noted. 

               d. Any other planning matters.     
Two planning applications received after publication of the agenda. 

26/03324/FUL – Demolition of existing steel frame agricultural building and erection of a straw storage building, Manor Farm was noted. No concerns were raised.

26/03323/FUL – Erection of a livestock building, Manor Farm was noted. Councillors raised initial observations regarding road infrastructure, lack of detail in the design and access statement, ground conditions and impact on a public right of way. It was RESOLVED that the Clerk would progress a draft response in consultation with councillors under the council's planning delegation policy for applications received between meetings. 






10.  Finance:      
  a. NALC Pay Award for 2026/2027
Councillors reviewed the Local Government Services Pay Agreement for 2026/2027. It was RESOLVED to implement the Local Government Services Pay Agreement 2026 for eligible staff with effect from 1st April 2026.

            b.  Invoices to pay:
It was RESOLVED to approve the following payments: 
                                                1. Miss E Cleary Sullman - £421.44 fpo
                                                2. Mr P Downes £250 fpo
3. Mr P Downes £250 fpo – Payment to be made on 18th October 2026

            c. Bank Reconciliation 
[image: ]
Councillors APPROVED the bank reconciliation as at 31st of August as presented by the RFO.

                            d. To consider the Council’s objectives for the coming year in preparation for the 2027/2028 budget. – It was RESOLVED that the Council's objectives and priorities for 2027/28 remain unchanged from 2026/27. Clerk to monitor for grant funding opportunities.

       11.   Defibrillators for the four communities.  
                                         a. Units. – It was noted that all four defibrillators have been checked.

      12. West Mercia Police and Crime Commissioner Town and Parish Council annual survey 2026. The survey was distributed via email for those who wished to respond. 

      13. Correspondence. To note correspondence received since the previous meeting and discuss any action required
                                      a. SALC AGM invitation 
Correspondence was noted. 

                       14.  Date of next meeting 19th November 2026. 
          
Meeting closed at 9:22pm. 
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Balance b/f 1.4.26 8,840.03        

Plus income 7,951.44        

Total 16,791.47      

Less: expenditure 6,415.27        

Total 10,376.20      

Balances at 31.8.26

Current account 8,954.88        

savings account 1,421.32        

Total 10,376.20      

Less: unpresented expenses

Add unpresented income

Total  10,376.20


